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once a week by sadists masquerading as schoolmasters.
Did he never learn that punishment is the last remedy to
be applied to the tender psyche of the modern child when
naughty? and that having goaded its teacher into brandish-
ing a penny ruler, the little beast, far from taking corporal
punishment in its stride, is more likely to telephone its
parents and haul the exasperated teacher before the nearest
magistrate on a charge of assault? If this is Shavian
exaggeration descending to levity, it is because the subject
lends itself to merry distortion, and Shaw's views on educa-
tion matter very little. In the first place, he abandoned
schooling at the age of fifteen, thus touching only the
system's fringe and limiting his evidence to four years; in
the second, he cannot give evidence as a parent with children
to educate; and in the third, as we have seen, the horse he
flogs is dead. Yet on the other hand he is, willy-nilly, the
product of the system he deplores. It being the only
system there was, he could not be the product of any other.
And the product itself is the mighty Bernard Shaw. Can
he ever therefore be quite sure that his masters, though
they failed to teach what was on the curriculum, did not, in
. their queer and quiet way, teach something infinitely more
valuable, namely, the art of teaching oneself? Your school-
master can be a wily bird.
Shaw's profounder thoughts, too, bear all the marks of
being hammered out on the anvil of his era. Bergson,
Tolstoy, Bradlaugh, Morris, Schopenhauer, Darwin, Butler,
Victorians all, among others helped to hammer them.
With these, Jacob-like, Shaw wrestled; absorbing, chal-
lenging, contradicting, and amending their philosophies
until by a process of intellectual give and take he had
fashioned God to his liking. The Victorian age was not
markedly religious. But, not indifferent to the challenge
to orthodox belief thrown down by the accumulating facts
of science, notably geology, it was badly shaken by the
Darwinian bombshell. Did God exist, and, if so, what
was His nature?" These were exciting questions, and Shaw
^was caught up in the excitement to the point of offering to
challenge God to prove His existence by striking him dead,
withdrawing the offer only at the .importunity of his friends*